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U.S. &amp; Mexican Senates Ratify North American Free
Trade Agreement, While Canada Seeks Accommodation
With U.S.
by Carlos Navarro
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, November 24, 1993
In votes held in mid-November, the US and Mexican Senates ratified the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA), clearing the last legislative hurdles for treaty enactment on Jan. 1, 1994.
The US House of Representatives had voted in favor of the treaty on Nov. 17, while both chambers
of the Canadian Parliament approved NAFTA earlier this year. The outcome of the vote in the US
Senate was never in doubt, since informal surveys had shown that a majority of senators supported
NAFTA. The treaty was formally approved on Nov. 20 by a margin of 61-38, gaining the support
of 34 Republicans and 27 Democrats. As was the case in the Nov. 17 vote in the House, most of
the opposition to the treaty came from Democrats. NAFTA opponents in the Senate included 28
Democrats and 10 Republicans. President Bill Clinton is expected to sign the NAFTA legislation
sometime during the week of Nov. 29. In the Mexican Senate, where the ruling Institutional
Revolutionary Party (PRI) controls 61 of the 64 seats, the treaty was approved by a margin of 56-2 on
Nov. 22. Six PRI senators were absent from the session. As expected, the only opposition to NAFTA
came from Democratic Revolution Party (PRD) members Porfirio Munoz Ledo and Roberto Robles
Garnica, since National Action Party (PAN) member Hector Teran Teran voted in favor of NAFTA.
During 10 hours of debate before the vote, the PRD senators raised concern that once NAFTA is
implemented the US will gain greater control over Mexico's economy, politics, and culture. In
addition, they charged that Mexican companies will be unable to compete with the large influx of
US and Canadian investors. "The treaty that we are now discussing has nothing to do with the needs
and desires of the Mexican public," charged Munoz Ledo. These charges were contested by PRI Sen.
Carlos Sales Gutierrez chair of the Senate trade committee (Comision de Comercio) who said the
treaty does not infringe upon Mexico's constitution and therefore does not undermine the country's
sovereignty. Other PRI members in the Senate repeated the Salinas administration's position
that NAFTA is a "fair treaty" that will create jobs and help raise the standard of living of Mexican
citizens. Throughout the lengthy course of negotiations on NAFTA and its parallel accords, the PRD
and other opponents of the trade deal repeatedly criticized the Salinas administration for stifling
debate on the issue. Some opponents have suggested that treaties such as NAFTA, which will have
a major impact on the future of Mexico, should be open for debate in the Chamber of Deputies,
which has broader representation of the country's numerous political parties than in the Senate.
Under the Mexican constitution, however, treaties only require approval by the Senate. In fact, while
the debate was taking place in the Senate, PRD deputy Patricia Ruiz Anchonado gave interviews
outside the building, asking for "valid" proof from the PRI that NAFTA will actually benefit Mexico.
Also, on the day of the debate, the Mexican Free Trade Action Network (Red Mexicana de Accion
Frente al Libre Comercio, RMALC), organized a "Citizen Senate" at a plaza near the Senate building
to manifest its opposition to the treaty. The Salinas administration also attempted to engage PRD
presidential candidate Cuauhtemoc Cardenas in a nationally- televised debate on NAFTA. The
debate challenge, issued by Trade Secretary Jaime Serra Puche, was in response to Cardenas' sharp
criticism of the treaty following the Nov. 17 ratification vote in the US House. Among other things,
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 3

LADB Article Id: 057175
ISSN: 1054-8890

the PRD candidate had charged that NAFTA will have negative repercussions for Mexico because
it lacks provisions for mobility of labor, a social charter, and an industrial strategy for the future.
However, Cardenas declined the request to debate, questioning the utility of such an exercise since
it was already too late to influence the outcome of the treaty. "Since NAFTA is a done deal, there
is practically no possibility to revise or modify what has been negotiated," Cardenas told reporters
during a campaign stop. In his statement criticizing NAFTA on Nov. 17, Cardenas had called for the
creation of a multi-sectoral commission to evaluate NAFTA and issue a report within six months
after the treaty is enacted to analyze its impact on different sectors of Mexico's economy, on the
environment, and on Mexican workers. He called for renegotiation of those areas where Mexico is
found to incur damage from NAFTA. In contrast, Mexico's other confirmed presidential candidate
Diego Fernandez de Cevallos of the PAN called NAFTA "a great opportunity" for the country.
However, he urged the Salinas administration to take immediate steps to provide some protection
for agricultural producers and small businesses, who would feel the greatest impact of US and
Canadian competition. In Canada, Prime Minister Jean Chretien hinted that his administration
could work out differences with the US without having to reopen NAFTA for renegotiation.
Speaking on an ABC news interview show on Nov. 21, Chretien said differences on anti-dumping
duties and subsidies could be worked out through modifications to existing legislation. On the
other hand, he said the issue of tighter control over petroleum and other energy resources may
require some sort of new legislation in the Canadian Parliament. Chretien is seeking the same
protection for energy resources that Mexico won for its oil industry under NAFTA. According to US
Trade Representative Mickey Kantor, on Nov. 20 the two sides agreed on a framework to discuss
issues related to the energy sector. Kantor also said Mexican officials will be included in future
discussions on the issues of subsidies, energy, and anti-dumping measures, even though most of
the Canadian disagreements are with the US. Chretien is also attempting to reach an agreement
with the Clinton administration to restrict exports of Canada's supply of fresh water to the US.
Communities and businesses in California have inquired about purchasing massive quantities of
water from Canada. "Our water is not for sale," Chretien told reporters. Meanwhile, Tony Clarke,
chairman of Action Canada Network which opposes NAFTA suggested that Chretien will have to
keep promises he made during the recent election campaign to seek changes in NAFTA to protect
the interests of Canada. "He's going to have to really distinguish himself and become quite clear
and strong in terms of the position they took for renegotiation if they're going to avoid betraying the
Canadian people on this issue," said Clarke. On the other hand, Gordon Ritchie a negotiator for the
US-Canada Free Trade Agreement (FTA) suggested Chretien will obtain most of the concessions
he wants from the US and still be seen as a proponent of free trade. "The Americans either come
across with what he needs or he doesn't proclaim NAFTA [as law], it's that simple," said Ritchie. The
Chretien administration is indeed emphasizing both positions, supporting NAFTA and pursuing
demands that Canadian interests be protected. For example, on Nov. 18, Chretien's Trade Minister
Roy MacLaren, in an interview with the Mexican government news agency Notimex, described the
passage of NAFTA in the US House of Representatives as a "victory over protectionism." On the
other hand, MacLaren reiterated that Canada will continue to fight US efforts to restrict imports of
Canadian wheat. The two countries have accused each other of unfairly subsidizing wheat farmers.
The US and Canada are also involved in a dispute over exports of subsidized wheat to Mexico (see
SourceMex, 08/18/93 and 11/03/93). [Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 11/17/93; United Press
International, 11/18/93; Agence France-Presse, 11/18/93, 11/21/93; Notimex, 11/18/93, 11/20/93,
11/22/93; New York Times, 11/22/93; Associated Press, 11/18/93, 11/20/93, 11/21/93, 11/23/93; Reuter,
11/23/93]
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